CHAPTER XIV
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IP among Alexander's letters he noticed an envelope that
obviously contained a bookseller's catalogue he would
generally open that at once.   Pencil in hand he "would
scan the lists of old books.   He collected rare French
books and unique bindings and, in addition, bought
books about his own country or the Balkan campaigns.
The arrival of book packets at the palace were joyous
events.   Queen Marie says the pleasure of acquisition
was greater than the pleasure of reading.   Her Majesty
cleared out hundreds of books after his death and
presented them to clubs.   There was too great an
accumulation of volumes at the palace.   King Alexander
did not employ a librarian and his collection was not
catalogued during his reign.   On a small step-ladder,
in dressing-gown and pyjamas, he might sometimes be
found by his court marshal, putting books in their right
places or searching for some volume he wished to con-
sult.   He knew all his books but could not tolerate
anyone else meddling with them.   During the war the
King's eyesight became weak and he made it worse by
much reading of old texts,

The King said to the Queen: "You are happy, you
can always find something to do with your hands in
your spare time, whereas I can only read." That was
true. He had few other recreations, never went to the
theatre or cinema, and although he had an ear for music,
he did not go to concerts.

One may judge of the King's taste and character by
his library. There is nothing vulgar or indecent there,
not a volume one needs to hide from children. There
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